University of Cumbria PhD Studentships
  

For information about the current funded PhD opportunities at University of Cumbria please contact Professor Pete Boyd, Dr Poonam Malik or Research Student Admissions for an informal discussion.  
In preparing and developing your application, we recommend you contact the highlighted project lead for more detailed discussion of your research proposal. 

The proposed projects are listed below for information.  In the areas that more than one title is advertised we will offer a single studentship to the most suitable applicant.
 

Allied Health Professions – Occupational Therapy or Radiography
There is One competitive full-time studentship available in allied health professions. The applicant will be chosen from one of the following areas.

Title:  Implementation of the Occupational Engagement Framework in practice Occupational science for health promotion 
Project Lead Dr Karen Morris
The Occupational Engagement Framework explores the relationship between the values and consequences of everyday occupations.  It enables exploration of both positive and negative aspects of occupational experiences.  This research forms part of an ongoing project to develop and evaluate new tools for occupational therapy based on the framework. The doctoral researcher will critically investigate the application of the framework within an agreed practice area.  Close collaboration with service users will be required at all stages of the research process to develop and evaluate a truly person focussed tool. 
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64792 
Title: Determining the role of rapid visual processing in medical image perception. Project Lead Dr Tim Donovan


The aim of this project is to investigate how holistic or gist processing is utilised when perceiving pathology in medical images. This is important in understanding observer performance and the development of expertise, and has implications for the accuracy of radiological interpretation and potential training interventions. As a research group we use eye tracking as a method to gain an insight into visual perceptual processing and the project will involve the development of experimental paradigms which will inform our research. Although the main focus is medical imaging it is possible other visual search tasks could also be relevant to this project.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64793 
Business & Leadership
There is One competitive full-time studentship available in business & leadership. The applicant will be chosen from one of the following areas.

Title: Leadership development - an analysis and evaluation of practices and methods
Project Lead: Professor Jem Bendell
The broad focus of this studentship will be on leadership development. The successful candidate will be expected to conduct a review of current leadership development programmes alongside an analysis and evaluation of practices and methods used (including those of IFLAS and a range of partners). From this broad basis the studentship will facilitate an in depth exploration of a specific topic negotiated between student and supervisor.  
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64794 
Title: Open Innovation and Regional Systems in the Energy Sector

Project Lead: Professor Frank Peck  

The aim of this studentship is to explore knowledge dynamics and regional innovation in the energy sector.  Technological development in this sector is driven to a great extent by large corporate investments in R&D.  However, successful development and application of new technologies depends a great deal on the spread of innovations through industrial systems that are, to some extent, regionally specific because of long-term investment required in fixed assets. The studentship will explore regional knowledge dynamics and the enablers and barriers to open innovation in this sector.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64795 
Environment, Conservation, Forestry & Outdoor Studies

There is One competitive full-time studentship available in environment, conservation, forestry & outdoor studies. The applicant will be chosen from one of the following areas.

Title: Impacts and benefits of forest management on soil carbon. 
Project Lead Dr Andrew Weatherall
The aim of this project is to improve our knowledge of how forest management that considers the soil carbon pool can help combat climate change. The impact of this work will be on policymakers and practitioners. Policymakers will benefit from an improved evidence base enabling them to target forest management regulation and/or incentives. Practitioners will benefit from guidelines advising them on management actions that will protect and enhance the soil carbon in their forests. This study proposes to investigate the effect of a number of forest management practices on forest soil.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64796 
Title: Exploring Options for Heft Management with respect to Cultural Ecosystem Services 
Project Lead: Dr Lois Mansfield
The purpose of this research is three fold, to investigate the financial cost of heft management through various alternative mechanisms, to critically evaluate the additionality derived from each option in terms of broader rural development and environmental management agendas, and third to recommend how we can support the ‘best value for money’ cultural ecosystem services (CES) management option.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64797 
Title: Therapeutic landscapes and wellbeing for young people experiencing mental health difficulties. 
Project Lead Dr Liz Mallabon
This project can also be considered for the fees only bursary in Psychology and/or Sociology.

The project will look to use an ecological dynamics framework to explore the impacts of green and blue spaces as alternatives to traditional therapeutic spaces. The research will focus on therapeutic landscapes used within formal counselling or psychotherapy with young people, the specific population will be decided by the researcher. 
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64798 
Education

There is One competitive full-time studentship available in education. The applicant will be chosen from one of the following areas.

Title: Inclusion and Equity in School
Project lead: Dr Sally Elton-Chalcraft
Research proposals are invited that focus on issues of inclusion and equity in Primary and/or secondary  schools with reference to children from minority ethnic backgrounds  and /or children with special educational needs or disabilities. The proposal is likely to focus on closing the attainment gap and include innovative data collection tools to access the child’s voice. The research will aim to identify implications for practice. The first year of the studentship will involve a departmental project and the focus of the main thesis will then be negotiated.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64799 
 

Title: Teaching as a Masters level profession
Project lead: Dr Sally Elton-Chalcraft
Research proposals are invited that focus on issues around the knowledge and identity of teachers with reference to the variety of postgraduate initial teacher education routes in England and their different emphasis on gaining academic credits at Masters level. What difference, if any, does completion of academic assignments at Masters level make to the knowledge, identity, practice and retention of beginning teachers? The first year of the studentship will involve a departmental project and the focus of the main thesis will then be negotiated.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=65831 
Sport & Exercise
There is One competitive full-time studentship available in education in sport & exercise. The applicant will be chosen from one of the following areas.

Title: Effects of physical activity modes on physiological and mechanical properties of the muscle-tendon unit – implications for physical activity participation

Project Lead: Dr Susan Dewhurst
This project aims to investigate the effects of ageing and physical activity modes on the muscle-tendon unit (MTU) and subsequent functional ability, using dynamometry, ultrasonography, electromyostimulation and electromyography. This study will offer a more detailed understanding of the MTU in the older age and refine guidelines on the most beneficial type of physical activities for older adults. The project will involve exercise interventions meaning community engagement and local impact.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64800 
Title: Feasibility of teletraining for fall prevention interventions 

Project Lead: Dr Susan Dewhurst
One of the deleterious effects of ageing is increased risk of falling. Interventions focussing on training balance and mobility in instructor-led settings have been found to reduce that risk. Due to fear of falling, however, those most at risk are less likely to partake in such interventions. Modern technology offers huge potential benefits to implement balance and mobility training at low cost, but there are significant challenges in implementing it. The project aims to examine the feasibility of fall prevention teletrainng and its effectiveness on balance and mobility in older individuals.  
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=65832 
Title: The role and meanings of physical activity for women aged 60+ years following mobility-restricting joint replacement surgery 
Project Lead: Dr Paul Miller
This project can also be considered for the fees only bursary in Psychology and/or Sociology.

Physical activity, especially where an individual has previously maintained an active lifestyle, can be both a rehabilitative strategy and a goal following (TJR) of a hip or knee. This project’s core aim is to explore in detail how historically physically active women of sixty years and over make the journey back to an active lifestyle (or, if the case, do not) following their Total Joint Replacement.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64801 
Art & Design

There is One competitive full-time studentship available.
Title: The legacy of the Dadaist artist and poet Kurt Schwitters 

Project Lead: Dr Mark Wilson
We are seeking to appoint an artist researcher to engage with the legacy of the Dadaist artist and poet Kurt Schwitters, in all or any combination of its contemporary manifestations. We invite imaginative research proposals leading ultimately to exhibited work and publishable outcomes. Cumbria Institute of the Arts is the only Art Institute in the world that has a surviving Kurt Schwitters Merzbau (and related contemporary legacy project, in association with the Tate) on its doorstep. 
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64802 
Psychology & Sociology

In addition to the full PhD studentships we are also offering four fees only bursaries for full or part time study in subjects relating to psychology or sociology; two international tuition fees bursaries & two Home/EU tuition fees bursaries.
We invite applications in the following areas:

· Domestic violence, exploitation and social connectedness - Dr Julie Taylor 
The aim of this project is to engage in a critical examination of domestic violence and its role in social connectedness. To explore domestic violence and abuse in terms of the lived experiences of those who have been affected by it. Research has identified that social connectedness can be compromised in families impacted by violence, in ways that may limit future opportunities, if not addressed. One of the objectives will be to explore opportunities for reconnection with relevant stakeholders using participatory inclusive methodologies.  
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64803 
· Violence -  interpersonal, state, media, political, & structural perspectives - Dr Rhona O’Brien
Candidates are invited to apply for a funded PhD bursary on the theme of violence, broadly interpreted and defined, and candidates with an interest in interdisciplinary approaches would also be strongly encouraged. Projects which consider the relationships between interpersonal, state, media, political and structural forms of violence are welcomed, particularly projects that are underpinned by Critical Theory, Philosophy, Feminist and Queer Theory or Sociological Theory that address all forms of social injustice. In addition to welcoming proposals with a broader interest in violence, proposals which focus on the lived experiences of those individuals who may be more exposed to violence due to the construction of marginalised intersectional identities (age, class, disability, ethicity, gender, race, sexuality) are also welcomed.

Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=65833 
· Gender-based violence and health and well-being - Dr Philippa Olive https://philipppaolive.wordpress.com/ 
Violence matters, it affects and destroys lives. In 2010, interpersonal violence was ranked 5th in the leading causes of death and disability globally, yet the evidence base for the extent and strength of association between forms of violence and health and well-being impacts is limited, especially for more hidden forms of gender-based violence, such as trafficking and harmful traditional practices. Furthermore, there are gaps in the knowledge base about the effectiveness of interventions to prevent gender-based violence and limit its harms. Applications for this PhD fees bursary are invited from potential students with a background in health, social studies/services, or the third sector and a desire to contribute to the knowledge base, inform policy and shape future health, social and/or specialist services in the prevention of gender-based violence and/or provision of services for victims/victim-survivors. 
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64804 
· Policing and technology - Dr Caroline Rouncefield, Dr Audrey Slight, Julian Parker-McLeod
The aim of this project is to evaluate the introduction of digital technologies within Cumbria Constabulary and the impact on managing demand and increasing productivity. This piece of work will include working closely with constabulary staff including researching operational practice and use of these technologies in an operational setting. A key part of this research will be to identify examples of best practice along with areas for future enhancements and recommendations.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64805 
· Crime and Crime Prevention within rural communities or  Rural Policing - Dr Mark Horsley, Julian Parker-McLeod
With increased budget cuts and demand for service rural police forces are facing new challenges in relation to delivering and effect service. The aim of this project is to explore some of the challenges around rural policing, considering impact on rural crime on communities, strategies for implementation in relation to crime prevention and effective policing interventions which can be managed with decreasing resources and budgets.
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64806 
· The invisibility of prison work: exploring the culture of machismo - Dr Alison Spurgeon-Dickson
The project will focus on female prison staff, their self-identities and their role in the male prison environment in order to investigate and develop an understanding of culture identified and its implications. It may be centred on a female prison, and could be a single site study (HMP Haverigg).
Find a PhD listing: http://www.findaphd.com/search/ProjectDetails.aspx?PJID=64807 
Deadline for applications: 30th September 2015.
Interviews will take place in October and early November 2015. The anticipated start date for successful applicants is the 1 January 2016.
For more information check the Cumbria website: 
http://www.cumbria.ac.uk/AboutUs/Research/GraduateSchool/FullyFundedPhDStudentship.aspx 
The six titled studentships incorporate an annual stipend of £13,863, tuition fees, and dissemination costs.  These studentships are available for UK/EU applicants only. EU nationals will require an overall IELTS score of 6.5 or equivalent.
The fees only bursaries in psychology and sociology are open for applications from Home/EU or international candidates.
How to apply

Complete the application form available at http://www.cumbria.ac.uk/AboutUs/Research/GraduateSchool/HowtoApply.aspx and submit along with your research proposal to rsa@cumbria.ac.uk no later than 30 September 2015. Applications submitted after this date will not be considered.
In the subject bar of your email application, you must state the title of the specific studentship or bursary to which you are applying.
